[Role of surgery in the multidisciplinary treatment of lithiasis of the common bile duct].
The efficacy of surgery was evaluated in 32 patients with common bile duct stones. Twenty-two patients have not undergone a previous cholecystectomy. In 13 cases an endoscopic approach was attempted before surgery. In 13 patients biliary-intestinal anastomoses were performed for large stones or bile duct strictures. In 19 cases common bile exploration with biliary drainage insertion was performed for uncomplicated biliary stones. We had no mortality and morbidity was 9%. We conclude that surgery is the treatment of choice in patients with gallbladder in situ or in cases of endoscopic failure. Endoscopic sphincterectomy may be preferred in poor-risk patients.